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INTRODUCTION

The primary intent of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Bronx Link study is to recommend a route for a greenway segment that connects the Hudson River Greenway at Dyckman Street in upper Manhattan with the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail in Yonkers. 
Consultants have been studying alternate routes, with extensive input from community and user groups as well as the involved city and state agencies.  The study is entering its final phase.  The highest-ranked alternative routes will be evaluated and one will be selected for in-depth study.   A final report including an implementation plan is expected in late 2011 or early 2012.
The purpose of this questionnaire is for the Board of Directors of the Preservancy to get a clearer sense of the viewpoints of members and other community residents on this project.  The Preservancy is a member of the Technical Advisory Committee which provides community input to the planners.  We will continue to collect responses through June 2011.  
· The primary picture that emerges from the responses is of a greenway that will be well-used by the community for mainly recreational purposes—exercise, enjoying nature, and especially going down to the River—and that will be greatly appreciated as a traffic-free place to ride a bicycle or walk.     

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The questionnaire was mailed to 530 members of the Preservancy as an insert in the end of year fundraising appeal.  Thirty-six completed questionnaires, or 6.8 % of those mailed, were received (although approximately 50% of the responses to the appeal contained a completed questionnaire).  The questionnaire was also set up electronically in SurveyMonkey and emailed to 115 members for whom the Preservancy has email addresses.  To date, twenty responses, or 17.4 % of 115, were received.  Two additional responses were received at the Preservancy’s Annual Meeting in April 2011.  A total of 58 responses were received either on paper or electronically between December 15 and May 1, 2011.  It is assumed that each respondent submitted only one response.
Who responded:

58 responses to date – responses are anonymous

6 out of 10 respondents live in either Fieldston or Riverdale west of the Parkway

Just over ¼ (25.9%) report that they bicycle around the neighborhood

Nine out of 10 respondents (91%) report that they walk or jog around the neighborhood

Five respondents neither bike nor walk/jog around Riverdale.

Responders’ current bicycling and walking practices:

Vast majority of bikers and walkers ride and walk for pleasure or recreation

About 1/3 of bicyclists use their bikes to commute and ¼ run errands by bike
Just over ½ of responders who walk do so to run errands

Reasons for not bicycling in and around Riverdale fall into four broad categories:

Do not own/not interested in a bicycle

Age and health

Terrain (mainly the hills and potholes)

Safety (mainly potential conflicts with cars)

Respondents ranked the following greenway characteristics as important to most important, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 3 being neutral and 5 most important:
A physical buffer from cars
4.25

A view of the Hudson River
4.32

Direct access to the River shore 
3.88

Usable year round
3.72
Separation of bikes and pedestrians
3.64

Reasons for not using the greenway primarily include:

Access (including navigating the roads to get to the greenway and whether there will be parking)

For walkers, the potential for conflicts with bicycles

Safety (questions of whether sections of the greenway will be in isolated locations) 

The Greenway may increase options for walking or bicycling in Riverdale:

Nearly 90% of responders expect to walk on the greenway, including 4 who neither walk nor bike now

Almost ½ of responders expect to bike on the greenway, including 12 who do not now ride a bike in Riverdale

MORE INFORMATION
To complete the questionnaire on line go to: www.RiverdaleNature.org.

To read the full summary of responses, go to: www.RiverdaleNature.org/HRVG.htm.

For technical reports and maps about the planning project go to: www.nymtc.org.

Responses to individual questions are summarized below:
Question 1 asked respondents to identify their present level of walking and bicycling activity in and around Riverdale.  Nine out of ten respondents (91%) reported walking/jogging in and around Riverdale, and just over one-quarter (28%) reported bicycling.
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Question 2 asked respondents who do not ride a bicycle to indicate why not and to skip to question 7.  Responses are listed below.  The most frequently-mentioned reason for not riding a bike in Riverdale is the hills.  
	no bike

	no bike
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do not own a bike
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	plan to soon in 2011
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I never get it together and it's not much fun for me around here
	
	
	
	

	just haven't gotten into it
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I do not bike and do not own a bike
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I do not own one.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I am unable to ride a bike
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Because I don't ride a bicycle.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age and health
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	retired
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	health and age- in any case, I like the idea of the H.R. Greenway!
	
	
	
	

	I used to ride a bicycle but now I am 85 years old and too frail unfortunately to ride a bike.  Balance is poor.

	I am 86 and have put my bicycle aside
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I haven't ridden  in several years as I have gotten older
	
	
	
	
	

	out of practice
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I am a senior 84 years old.  Fit and ballroom dance and drive a car.
	
	
	
	

	my arthritis and the hills prevent it
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bad hip!
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I am more physically dis-abled than I used to be.  I can’t jog, but I’d love to ride my bike around Riverdale.

	geography
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Too hilly
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	hills are too steep to access potential greenway
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Because the hill to get anywhere is so steep or long, it is daunting to start.
	
	
	

	no place to ride
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the roads are too bumpy - potholes, etc.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	challenging terraine
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	want to be able to ride along the river
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	rough roads and no bicycle path
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer to ride the country and off road.  Also my bicycle was stolen from my garage where it had been locked!

	the hills and pot holes are killers!
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	safety
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	bicycling on city streets is dangerous
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	bicycle riding on city streets is dangerous
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Don't have a bicycle, and worry about danger from cars.  Also, haven't ridden since I was a kid and not sure I even could do it anymore!


Question 3. Several respondents who indicated that they do not ride a bicycle in and around Riverdale did not skip to question 7 (as directed in question 2).  Their responses to questions 3 – 6 below refer to riding outside of Riverdale.  In some cases they stated that they like to ride on bike paths on vacation or on weekends. 
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Question 4 asked bicyclists about the types of trips they make by bicycle.  Exercise was not included as a separate choice since all bicycle riding can be considered to be exercise, and that choice might mask a trip destination.
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Question 5 asked when bicycle trips are made.  

  
[image: image4]
Question 6 asked about the riding environment.  

 
[image: image5]
Question 7 asked respondents who do not regularly walk or jog in and around Riverdale to indicate why not and to skip to question 10.  Recall from question 1 that 93% of respondents report walking or jogging around Riverdale.  The following responses were received:  
	paved spaces on sidewalks/streets are safer for those with balance concerns

	bad weather

	busy with work and exercise dancing

	health and age

	I do not walk a great deal now, but I'm walking more as my arthritis improves

	lazy

	too far to get to without a car!

	I have scoliosis pain when I stand or walk


Question 8 asked respondents who walk or jog around Riverdale about the types of trips they make on foot.    
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Question 9 asked about the walking environment.  
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Question 10 asked about the importance of some design and functionality features of the greenway.  Between 45 and 50 responses were received for each characteristic.

The Hudson River Valley Greenway trail in the Bronx is being planned as a multimodal (bicycles and pedestrians together) trail that will link the northern reaches of Manhattan with the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail in the City of Yonkers.  Goals of the greenway include access (visual or physical) to the Hudson River and connectivity to the north (Westchester) and south (Manhattan), as well as internally to transit.  
Questionnaire responses indicate strong support for a greenway with views of the Hudson River and also nearly as strong support for direct access to the River.  The greenway is strongly viewed as having a physical barrier to motorized traffic.  The idea of separation of bicycles and pedestrians is also relatively strong, in contrast to the plan for the path to be multimodal.  

The relatively low interest in secure bicycle parking seems to indicate that riders do not plan to leave their bicycles for long while on the greenway.  There is only moderate interest in connections to transit.  

[image: image8]
Another goal of the greenway is to improve mobility and safety for cyclists and pedestrians so that bicycling and walking become feasible alternatives to motorized travel.  
In Question 11, most respondents expect to increase their walking and biking if the greenway is built.  Question 12 shows the clear dominance of pleasure or recreational use of the greenway.  It is not clear from this information whether the greenway will be or become an alternative to motorized travel.  However, it does appear that it will be used regularly.  Question 13 highlights safety and topography as deterrents to greenway use.
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[image: image10.emf]Question 12:  In what ways do you envision you would use the 
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Question 13 asked “What might keep you from using the greenway?”  The following responses were given. 
	limited access

	Access

	any trip over 40 minutes to 57th street

	distance from my home and steep hill to reach

	health and age, but if proper parking were available, would consider short walk to explore and sight-see

	I need parking near the greenway

	if I have to walk down west 254th St. to access it (and I am an SAR  parent)

	if it is too hilly

	if it's too difficult to get to

	If it’s too hilly

	location

	parking nearby, cleanliness, degree of safety

	poorly paved streets with potholes

	Sloth ... inadequate security ...

	concerns for safety

	if the path is too narrow (and close to cars) or too steep

	must be safe for woman to walk alone. If too isolated and no regular police patrols, well…

	would not walk if there were bicycles on the path - frightening and dangerous

	moving away

	bad weather

	laziness

	my life - I am a physician

	old age

	time

	Too much usage

	crowds


Question 14 asked respondents to rank five greenway characteristics that are being used by the planning consultants.  The scale of 1 = most important to 5 = least important is the same as that used by the planning consultant, but it is the reverse of the scale in question 10.  The responses are not reported because it is clear from the results and several comments from respondents that the two opposite scales caused confusion.  In addition, the instructions on the paper version of the questionnaire were not clear because many respondents  rated the characteristics from 1 to 5, using one number more than once, instead of ranking them from 1 to 5 with no repeating numbers.  

Question 15 identifies respondents by neighborhood.  The “other” respondents indicated central Riverdale and the Riverdale Historic District
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Question 16 identifies the respondents’ proximity to the Hudson River
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Question 17 asked for additional comments.  The following comments were made:
	Keep up the good works ... especially in regard to trying to make SNAD regulations more effective in terms of limiting removal of trees and other natural features ...

	good luck

	good luck

	I believe there are far greater issues requiring everyone's attention and resources.  This is a very low priority in this economy.

	I would like to explore short walking distances (and for age and health would like safe and convenient vehicle parking near the trail.)  Riverdale has many senior citizens who would like to view the Hudson and nature.  Keep up the good work!

	It would be most unfortunate to forfeit this perhaps one-time opportunity to create an off-road path along the Hudson River.  Furthermore, a bike/ped lane south of W. 232nd street would generate safety hazards in an area that already experiences pedestrian-vehicular conflict and congestion with trucks, school buses and commuter cars.  Where property lines extend to the right-of-way Palisade Ave. may not be wide enough and that route could require acquisition.

	keep up your great work

	Riverdale is so hilly that relatively few people will use the greenway to commute, but so beautiful and close to the city that accessibility, connection to other walking /biking trails, and ease of parking and bus/train connections could make it very popular for exercise and recreation to people from Westchester and all over the city as the city builds and maintains a better trail system.  I don't think any other part of the city has more natural beauty, or more of a sense of having gone to the country for the day.

	thank you for giving this attention

	the alternative along the river is the only sensible alternative.  The routing along Palisade is not feasible.

	the Putnam Line bike path, while nice, is not nearly as important to me as a bike route along the Hudson, or along Palisade Ave., that links to Manhattan.

	Though I wouldn't use it, I am most surely in favor of the HR Greenway - it would be a fantastic asset to have it along the Hudson - the favored route is the best - I don't know how you solve the bridge problem - perhaps a combination of the two routes somehow by-passing the bridge.

	would love to see more trees planted.  However most importantly paved smooth roads which would make it more pleasant and safer to walk, jog, or bike.

	would love to see this project come to fruition

	Set up a table at Bronx Parks Speak Up.  Contact bxspeakup@hotmail.com.

	Please remember the Riverdale Historic District; West of the Parkway is a very bland descrtiption of a very special area.

	Ending the Greenway at W 261st Street is a mistake!  It is a small street.  Bikers landing at W 261 and Riverdale Ave. will be dangerous to bikers, walkers, and motorized traffic!  A person was recently killed by a car at W 261 and Riverdale Ave.  Thank you for all your efforts about preserving Riverdale.


Cross Tabulations

1. Are there any patterns in a comparison of the proximity of a respondent’s residence to the Hudson River (greenway) and the way he or she expects to use the greenway?   
Fifty-four people indicated how far they live from the Hudson River.  Since each respondent could choose more than one intended use, there are more responses than responders.  

Respondents who expect to walk on the greenway

29 (53.7%) live between ¼ mile and 1 mile away.   While all 29 expect to walk on the greenway for pleasure, almost one-half also expect to walk along it while running errands and several would like to commute via the greenway.  
19 (35.2%) live within ¼ mile of the River, and almost all of them intend to walk along the greenway for pleasure.  Only a handful of them will also use the greenway for errands. 
6 (11.1%) live between 1 and 3 miles from the River.  They also nearly all expect to walk on it for pleasure, and several would also like to commute or run errands along it. 
	Those who expect to walk on the greenway

	Tally of distance of residence from the greenway by intended use of the greenway

	Distance from Hudson River
	commute
	errands
	Pleasure/ recreation
	(blank)
	Grand Total

	Between 1/4 mile and 1 mile (5 to 20 minute walk) from the Hudson River (9 respondents)
	6
	13
	29
	1
	49

	More than a mile but less than 3 miles from the Hudson River (6)
	2
	1
	5
	1
	9

	Within about 1/4 mile (5 minutes walk) of the Hudson River (19)
	 
	3
	17
	
	20

	(blank) (4)
	 
	
	
	4
	4

	Grand Total
	8
	17
	51
	6
	82


Respondents who expect to ride a bicycle along the greenway

29 (53.7%) live between ¼ mile and 1 mile away.   Just over one-half (17) of respondents did not indicate that they would ride a bicycle on the greenway.  Of the remaining 12 respondents, all would ride for pleasure and over one-half also expect to commute.  Several also expect to use the greenway when riding a bicycle to do errands.    

19 (35.2%) live within ¼ mile of the River.  Six of these respondents do not intend to ride a bicycle along the greenway.  Of the remaining 13, most intend to ride for pleasure or recreation, and 3 would also like to use the greenway when biking to do errands. 

6 (11.1%) live between 1 and 3 miles from the River.  Only one of these respondents expects to bicycle along the greenway.  
	Those who expect to bicycle on the greenway

	Tally of distance of residence from the greenway by intended use of the greenway

	Distance from Hudson River
	commute
	errands
	Pleasure/ recreation
	(blank)
	Grand Total

	Between 1/4 mile and 1 mile (5 to 20 minute walk) from the Hudson River (29 respondents)
	7
	4
	12
	17
	40

	More than a mile but less than 3 miles from the Hudson River (6)
	 
	
	1
	5
	6

	Within about 1/4 mile (5 minutes walk) of the Hudson River (19)
	 
	3
	11
	6
	20

	(blank) (4)
	 
	
	
	4
	4

	Grand Total
	7
	7
	24
	32
	70


2.  To look at how the greenway will change walking and bicycling behaviour in and around Riverdale, .  

	
	Count of respondant
	expects to bicycle on Greenway
	 
	 

	
	Please choose which best describes your activities (choose one):
	yes
	no response
	Grand Total

	
	I both ride a bicycle and walk/jog in and around Riverdale
	12
	3
	15

	
	I neither ride a bicycle nor walk/jog in and around Riverdale
	 1
	4
	5

	
	I walk or jog in and around Riverdale
	11
	24
	35

	
	Grand Total
	24
	31
	55


	
	Count of respondant
	expects to walk/jog on the Greenway
	 
	 

	
	Please choose which best describes your activities (choose one):
	yes
	no response
	Grand Total

	
	I both ride a bicycle and walk/jog in and around Riverdale
	14
	1
	15

	
	I neither ride a bicycle nor walk/jog in and around Riverdale
	4
	
	4

	
	I walk or jog in and around Riverdale
	32
	5
	37

	
	Grand Total
	50
	6
	56
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Question 4: I ride a bicycle for the following reasons
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Question 5: I ride at the following times. (check all that apply)
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Question 6: I choose a biking route mainly based upon its being 
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Question 9: I choose a walking/jogging route based upon its 
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53 responses were received.  Avg. ratings are shown.
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