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Leslie F. Boden, MSUP

Independent community health planning consultant

Leslie F. Boden has been working in the non-profit and public sectors for almost twenty years to promote health in low-income communities, with extensive experience in the Bronx. She provides technical assistance in planning and implementing community-based strategies; develops new programs with preventive, primary care, food-related, and other organizations;  and advocates for policies that promote health and sustainable local food systems.  She has been a member and organizer of the Riverdale CSA for nearly a decade, and is a participant in the Schervier Community Garden, which has just concluded its first growing season. 

Richard M. Cherry, President and CEO

Community Environment Center (CEC)
Richard M. Cherry is President and Chief Executive Officer of Community Environment Center (CEC), a non-profit organization that provides energy, building performance and environmental services for residents in the New York metropolitan area. Over the years since he founded CEC in 1995, CEC has emerged as the largest not-for-profit energy-conservation contractor in New York State, as well as an overall promulgator of “green” values in building construction.

Prior to founding CEC, Richard worked for over 20 years in housing management, community development, and employment and training programs, providing legal consultation and leadership to various City-wide policy advocacy efforts. He holds a law degree from the University of Pennsylvania and has served on the Board of several not-for-profit corporations.

Todd A. Forrest, Vice President for Horticulture and Living Collections
New York Botanical Garden

Todd A. Forrest has responsibility for all the programs and activities of the Horticulture and Living Collections division, including all the gardens, grounds, exhibitions, and full staff of more than 60 managers, curators, and gardeners. Mr. Forrest received his Masters of Forest Science degree from Yale University’s School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and is a passionate advocate for the sustainable management of historic trees, forests, and urban landscapes, and for using gardens and plant collections to connect the public to the environment. He previously worked at the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University and then joined The New York Botanical Garden first as an intern in 1997 and then as a full-time research assistant in the Garden’s Institute of Economic Botany in 1998. He joined the Botanical Garden’s Horticulture staff in 1999. In addition to overseeing the curation and development of the gardens, displays, and living collections at the Botanical Garden, including the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory and the Nolen Greenhouses for Living Collections, Mr. Forrest has been a leading figure in the development of the Garden’s “Gardening in a Changing Climate” program. Mr. Forrest is also an instructor on ornamental woody plants and an author of articles and interpretative materials for visitors.

Stephen A. Hammer, Director, Urban Energy Program 

Columbia University Center for Energy, Marine Transportation and Public Policy (CEMTPP)

The Urban Energy Program is a global leader on research on energy markets, policy, and technologies in cities; current research projects include studies in New York, London, Paris, and Shanghai. Dr. Hammer is also the co-founder and Administrator of the Urban Climate Change Research Network (UCCRN), an international consortium of academic researchers focused on the analysis of climate change as it relates to cities.

In addition to his research and administrative responsibilities, Dr. Hammer teaches courses on urban energy issues to graduate students at Columbia's School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). Dr. Hammer also lectures internationally on environmental and energy issues and has published articles and opinion pieces in the New York Times, the New York Daily News, the Scotsman, Aspenia, and several other international publications.

Dr. Hammer currently serves as a technical advisor to the Blue Ribbon Commission on Sustainability of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), and provides research, regulatory, technical, and project management support to other agencies at the federal, state and local levels, non-profit groups, and private firms. Dr. Hammer also serves on the board of directors of the Riverdale Nature Preservancy in the Bronx, and is a former board member and acting executive director of the Center for Economic and Environmental Partnership in New York City; past chair of the Massachusetts Recycling Coalition; past chair of the Bronx Solid Waste Advisory Board; and past co-chair of the New York City Recycling Advisory Board.

Dr. Hammer received his PhD degree from the London School of Economics, an MPP from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and a BS in environmental studies from the University of California, Davis. Prior to joining Columbia, Dr. Hammer taught at the Milano Graduate School of Urban and Public Affairs and the Pratt Institute, both in New York City.

John H. Johnson III, Bronx Recycling Outreach Coordinator

Office of Recycling Outreach and Education (OROE)  

OROE is a new program at the Council on the Environment of New York City (CENYC), funded by the Mayor and City Council as part of the landmark 2006 Solid Waste Management Plan.  OROE’s mission is to help New Yorkers increase the amount of recyclables diverted from the waste stream and promote waste reduction, materials reuse and composting efforts.  John has worked at the New York League of Conservation Voters as the New York City 1996 Clean Water /Clean Air Bond Act Coordinator and has an extensive environmental justice background that includes work with the White House Council on Environmental Quality and the Community University Consortium for Regional Environmental Justice at Rutgers University.

Larsen Plano, Green Building Technical Services Provider

Community Environmental Center (CEC)
Larsen Plano is a member of the growing Green Building Technical Services team at Community Environmental Center. He is responsible for helping CEC’s clients understand and implement strategies to reduce the negative impacts of the built environment on our natural environment. He is a LEED Accredited Professional, and holds an engineering degree from Brown University.
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